
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

The half way point of the term is here. School tends to take on a life of its own as the end of 

year deadline looms. It is a mix of finish off 2017, but the 2018 planning has begun. It is 

important at both school and home that we have clear routines and expectations during the 

business of it all – especially when we know that interruptions and plan Bs are going to 

happen. It also important that we all stay on the same page with behaviour expectations. At 

school, we are cracking down on physical aggression towards others – In essence, no excuse 

is acceptable and sometimes blaming others gives an excuse to continue with unacceptable 

behaviours. (however, we do understand and investigate incidents to find triggers and 

appropriate responses to these triggers) We work hard at teaching kids many different 

strategies to deal with problems and frustrations and the essential skill of resilience.       

 

 

For those with time I’ve included a couple of links with further information around building 

resilient kids. 

https://bouncebackparenting.com/25-ideas-for-teaching-your-kids-resilience/ 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/health/how-to-raise-resilient-kids 

http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/resilience.aspx 

 

Wishing everyone a peaceful week 

Bronwyn  

 

 

 

• 3 Nov Carolyn Watson Official 
School Farewell Liturgy and 
Afternoon Tea  

 
• 6 Nov Prep 2018 Information 

Night 
 

• 7 & 8 Nov Prep 2018 
Orientation Morning 

 

• 7 Nov Year 5/6 Cricket Team 
take on St Bernadine’s Regents 
Park 

 

• 10 Nov Remarkable Moments 
Celebrating Learning Morning  

 
• 13 Nov Launch of St Vincent De 

Paul Christmas Appeal 
 

• 17 Nov Year 6 Retreat Day and 
Parent Volunteers Assembly  

 

• 24 Nov Christmas Concert  
 
• 25 Nov Yr 6 Graduation Family 

Celebration 
 
• 28 Nov Yr 6 Graduation Mass 
 
• 29 Nov Yr 6 Wet n Wild & 

Report Cards sent home 
 

• 1 Dec School Mass & 12pm End 
of 2017 School Year 

 

https://bouncebackparenting.com/25-ideas-for-teaching-your-kids-resilience/
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/health/how-to-raise-resilient-kids
http://www.apa.org/helpcenter/resilience.aspx


 
 

 

The Week ahead…..  

Friday 3rd : Please join us for Carolyn’s thank you liturgy. We will begin in the Church at 2pm.  

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO MORNING ASSEMBLY ON THIS DAY 

 

Monday 6th November:  Prep Orientation Night (For Prep parents of 2018) This begins in the Simon Peter Centre at 

7pm.  

Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th Nov Prep 2018 Orientation Morning (For students in Prep in 2018) 9:00- 10:30pm. We 

will meet our new preppies for a taste of Prep. Morning tea will be served to new families at the front of the school.  

Friday 10th November: Our Remarkable Learning Moments Assembly and Open Morning. Our school will have open 

classrooms from 8:40 – 9:00am for parents and family members to visit and talk about learning. At assembly, we will 

be presenting our learning awards for 2018. There are 3 awards presented in each class. It is important to recognise 

that all students have grown in their learning and that we are proud of the efforts and achievements of all. Parents of 

children who are receiving these awards will be notified shortly.  

Other short messages….. 

• No more class preference emails will be received as we have begun the class sorting process. Much time and 

consideration is given to this process to meet many needs of the children in our care.  

• School Fees for Term 4 are now overdue. We ask all families to finalise outstanding payments ASAP.  

• Should you wish to have a parent teacher interview in this last term please contact your child’s teacher to organise a 

time.  

 



 
 

 

 

The Week that was….. 

A huge thanks to the families that attended our Parish School Mass on Sunday. The Mass was meaningful and gave all 

children the chance to participate. The Sausage Sizzle, Ice blocks, treats and games that were held after bought the 

community together beautifully. Thanks Paul Rees, Fr Baiyi and Jo Cullen and her team for organising the morning. We 

look forward to celebrating combined Masses in 2018.  

A huge thank you again to the families that attended the P&F working bee. It was a really hot day, and much was 

completed. The last part of our Pine Tree Grove is nearing completion and the space is fabulous. Work on the 

memorial garden is also underway and has been cleared to allow for paving, new plants and a special place to sit and 

be. The Year 6 student leader team will help with this project. Despite the amount of mulching that was done the pile 

seemed to stay the same size! 

Again this week, we talked to lots of kids about their learning. Our WALT Awards Wall is growing with all sorts of 

learning demonstrated by our students. Join us for our remarkable learning assembly and open classroom on the 10th 

November.  

 

 



 
 

 

News from Primary Learning Leader 

Celebrating  

 

In Learning during 2017 

Over the course of this term we are celebrating the learning progress of all students at St. 

Peter’s.  As mentioned in our last newsletter, one way we have been celebrating this progress is 

by presenting students who have made remarkable progress in their learning with a “WALT” 

award.   WALT awards are given to students for a wide variety of reasons.   

Teachers are asked to keep an eye out for students making particular 

progress with literacy and numeracy. However, a WALT award can be awarded for progress in 

any curriculum area.  Make sure you take the time to visit the growing wall of examples of these 

remarkable moments of learning at the back of our hall.    

On November 10, we will continue this celebration by joining together for a number of activities for the Remarkable 

Moments of Learning day.  This day will commence with open classrooms, followed by a special assembly during which 

we will be celebrating the remarkable learning progress of all students.  On this day Mrs Mary Tsourankis, Principal 

Education Officer from Brisbane Catholic Education will be joining us to celebrate our learning progress during 2017.  

During this assembly, we will present our annual St. Peter’s awards.  Classroom teachers have been asked to nominate 

3 different students who have exhibited significant achievement in one of the following award categories.    

• St Mary Mackillop Academic Achievement Award - awarded to a student for consistently achieving and maintaining 
academic success in all areas of the curriculum. 

• Nano Nagle Growth Award - awarded to a student for showing commitment, persistence and diligence to studies 
and striving to grow in learning. 

• St Peter’s Spirit Award - awarded to a student for living out the Christian values of St Peters School – faith, peace, 
learning. 
 

In addition to these awards our specialist teachers have also nominated students for an annual award for the students 

who have displayed excellence in learning.   Specialist teachers are able to nominate up to 3 students per year level.   

If your child has been nominated for these awards you will be contacted over the coming week. 

It is indeed an exciting time of year when we get to celebrate the successes of all our students.  Keep an eye out for 

the invitation to our Remarkable Moments day that will be coming home this week.   

Differentiated Learning at St. Peter’s – Update of Gifted and Talented Policy. 

Throughout 2017 teachers have been working together in teams to create targeted English units of work that cater for 
the diverse range of learners within their classrooms. In line with the expectations of the Australian Curriculum at St. 
Peter’s we believe that each student can learn and that the needs of every student is very important.   We use a range 
of information from both internal and external data sources to set high expectations for each student so that we can 
cater for the diverse range of learning for individual students.    

 



 
 

As part of this belief, during this semester we have also reviewed our gifted and talented policy.  A team of teachers 
have worked together with me to review this policy.   This reviewed looked at Australian curriculum expectations, and 
has been developed directly in line with the messages from Brisbane Catholic Education.   A copy of this policy is 
provided below.   If you have any questions regarding this policy, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION POLICY  

Rationale 

At St. Peter's Catholic School, we have a responsibility to support the education for students who are gifted and talented.   

We use a range of internal and external whole school data to inform our learning and teaching practices. Through this 

data analysis, we identify the specific learning needs of students, and we aim to provide the appropriate specific 

educational opportunities necessary to help each child achieve their potential. 

Definition 

Gifted and talented students vary both in terms of the nature and level of their abilities; there is no single homogeneous 

group of gifted and talented students.  It is for this reason that we do not use one specific school wide program when 

catering for the needs of individual students.  (We do however aim to have a consistent school wide approach to the 

identification of gifted and talented students.)   

We believe that gifted and talented students at St Peter’s: 

• vary in abilities and aptitudes — they may demonstrate gifts and talents in a single area or across a variety of domains; 
they may also have a disability 

• vary in their level of giftedness — this means that two students who have gifts in the same field will not necessarily 
have the same abilities in that field 

• vary in achievement — while having gifts is often associated with high achievement, achievement can and does vary 
across high-potential students and over time, and some gifted students underachieve and experience difficulty 
translating their gifts into talents 

• are not always visible and easy to identify, and their visibility can be impacted by cultural and linguistic background, 
gender, language and learning difficulties, socio-economic circumstance, geographic location, and lack of engagement 
in curriculum that is not matched to their abilities 

• exhibit an almost unlimited range of personal characteristics in temperament, personality, motivation and behaviour 
— no standard pattern of talent exists among gifted individuals 
 

Gagné’s model 

Although a number of different definitions have been proposed over the years, there is no universally accepted 

definition of students who would be identified as having particular gifts or talents. However, a shared understanding of 

giftedness is important in order to address their needs. In Australia today, Gagné’s model provides the most generally 

accepted definition of both giftedness and talent. 

Gagné’s Differentiated Model of Giftedness and Talent (2008) provides research-based definitions of giftedness and 

talent that are directly and logically connected to teaching and learning. According to Gagné, gifted students are those 

whose potential is distinctly above average in one or more of the following domains of human ability: 

• intellectual 

• creative 

• social 

• physical 
Talented students are those whose skills are distinctly above average in one or more areas of human performance. 

Talent emerges from giftedness through a complex developmental process and via a number of influences, including 

the teaching and learning opportunities.  

 



 
 

 

Gagné’s model recognises that giftedness is a broad concept that encompasses a range of abilities; it also recognises 

that giftedness is only potential and that it must go through a transformative process in order to become a talent. As 

such, Gagné makes it clear that adequate school support is necessary if students are to develop their gifts or high abilities 

into talents or high achievements. 

 

Guiding Principles 

• Parents are the first educators of their students and are partners in the educational process. 

• Students' exceptional potential applies to all areas of learning and human endeavour and is not limited to specific 
curriculum areas. 

• Potential can be masked by other special needs and factors including motivational, behavioural and cultural issues, 
disability, poverty, isolation, gender, a language background other than English, and indigenous background. 

• Emotional intensity is a recognised trait of gifted students.  Students may therefore experience particular social 
challenges and have increased awareness and sensitivity regarding complex social issues.   

• Early identification of students' exceptional potential is essential. 

• Learning is enhanced by structures and teaching strategies which are explicit, appropriate, flexible and creative. 

• Students will be offered access to school and community enrichment and extension programs. 

• Collaborative planning and communication involving parents, teachers and other associated professionals (where 
appropriate) will occur to meet the specific needs of individuals. 

• Establishment and promotion of liaison (networks) with other gifted and talented educational groups, agencies and 
students is encouraged. 
 

 

Strategies 

Identification of gifted students at St Peter’s Catholic Primary School involves a combination of techniques.  Through 

careful observation, objective assessment and the collection of information from a variety of sources, a detailed 

picture of a student is obtained. Teachers collect data on all students from school-based screening and assessment. 

They use data from a range of sources which show the student’s current performance e.g. 

• screening tests 

• standardised tests 

• teacher created tests 

• NAPLAN (as an additional data source). 

• Students may have access to a variety of enrichment and extension programs.  Currently, these include extracurricular 
participation in a variety of competitions, chess classes, music and choir programs, art extension lessons and 
representative teams (in many sports)  

• Review and Response meetings assist in addressing the needs of individual students. 

• Using the Australian Curriculum Achievement standards, classroom planning caters for individual needs, with 
assistance from the Learning Support Teacher. (cf. Learning Support Program, Information Booklet) and the Primary 
Learning Leader. 

• Student input into areas of study is employed as a strategy in classrooms. 

• Reference is made to Bloom’s Taxonomy and Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences when planning modules of work. 

• Inquiry learning is utilised as a pedagogy involving Higher Level Thinking Skills. 

• St Peter’s Catholic School staff is open to the practice of curriculum compaction and acceleration when this is 
considered appropriate.   

• The transition to high school is enhanced by direct communication with the appropriate personnel. 
 

 



 
 

 

Curriculum Differentiation at St. Peter’s  

For gifted and talented students, curriculum differentiation can take one or more forms.  For example:  

• Adjustment of tasks so they are required to process more complex and abstract information from a variety of 

sources. (content) 

• Use of a faster pace - this still means providing clear instruction and scaffolding, but with 

few repetitions. (process) 

• Challenging and supporting students to set learning goals and develop higher-order thinking skills including problem-

solving strategies, critical and creative thinking, and self-reflection. 

(process) 

• Provide opportunities for students to demonstrate imaginative, innovative and rigorous 

responses that may involve extended outcomes. (product) 

• Encourage students to pursue their interests in independent inquiries and negotiated 

tasks. Provide flexible groupings to enable collaborative work with students of the same or 

higher ability; or with shared interests. (learning environment) 

Looking forward to celebrating the learning journey of all our students over the coming weeks. 

Kind Regards 

Jo Cridland, Primary Learning Leader (PLL) 

Student of the Week    

Term 4 Week 4 3A  

Prep A Isabelle Dawson 3B Danijela Cosic 

Prep B Piper Schilling 3C Jeziah Dickson, Owen Urquhart 

Prep C Harper Delahoy 4A Jai Orr, Maddison Beale 

1A  4B  

1B  4C Selena Pugin, Cohen Boyer 

1C Carlson Fung, Lucy Revelo 5A Karlos Wade, Kyna Dalton, Will Millar 

2A Zane Gracie 5B Cheyanne Sirett, Jaiden O’Connor, Tia Renner, 
Abigail Holder, Grace Pennell 

2B Poppy Willmington 6A Austin Hancock, Brenton Peters 

2C Mia Park 6B Jorja Breen, Sharni Longdon 

 

 

 



 
 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

Gala Day 

What a fantastic day we had at Kianawah Fields, Tingalpa last Thursday for the Catholic Schools Gala Sports Day. 

Students displayed excellent sportsmanship and exemplary behaviour throughout the day and were a credit to the St 

Peter’s Community. Thank you to all staff for their commitment and dedication in the lead up to the event and on a 

very long and hot day.  

 

 

Queensland Schools Swim Relays 

On Friday 10th November, Chandler will be the venue for the Queensland Schools Swim Relays.  St Peter’s will be 

sending a mixed Junior (2008, 2007) & Senior (2006, 2005) team to participate in both Freestyle & Medley Relays. 

Congratulations to the following students who have been selected: 

Junior Mixed Relay  Senior Mixed Relay 

Amber Whittaker   Abi Reynolds 

Connor Ryan   Jasmine Story 

Jack Day    Roberta Whitehouse 

Layla Prendergast   Caleb Murphy 

A training session will be arranged for next week and info sent home to parents with details of this and final 

arrangements for the night. 



 
 

 

Golf 

We have been lucky enough to receive Sporting Schools Funding for Term 4 and have been able to arrange Golf 

Coaching for Yr 3 – 6 students. This coaching will take place on a Tuesday in weeks 6-9 on the top oval.  Coach Brad 

from Just Swing Golf will be taking the classes for a 30min lesson with the focus being on technique, balance & timing. 

We hope the students will enjoy this experience and may lead some to take up a new sport.  Please see Mrs Dinnen if 

you have any further questions. 

 

Timetable 

 

 

 

 

Have a great week,  

Mrs Dinnen 

 

8.30am 4C 11.30am 3A 

9am 4B 12pm 3B 

9.30am 4A 12.30pm 3C 

10am 5A LUNCH  

M.TEA  1.40pm 6A 

11am 5B 2.10pm 6B 

The St Peter’s Boat! 

Visitors to the school 

would have seen our 

new sacred space. St 

Peter was a fisherman 

who stepped out of the 

boat to follow Jesus. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


